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“Shitty. I lived there at the tent city [Woodsquat 2002], and they said it
would be low-income, but it’s not. They’re liars.”
Bea, Power of Women group, Olympic Tent Village resident
“Back in 2002, in the Woodward’s squat, it was scary when the
police came in with riot guns and sticks and pepper spray, and they
dragged me by the legs down the stairs. It was scary because I’m
handicapped. My head got sliced going down the stairs, and I had to
go to the hospital.

Village Profile: RicKY P.
Each issue of the Tent Village Voice profiles a
resident of the camp.
Ricky P. has been a resident at the Olympic Tent
Village for the past week, and has volunteered
in many capacities to make the space safe and
welcoming for everyone. He is also homeless.
Before moving to the Tent Village, he lived on
the streets in the Commercial Drive area. “In
one way, my protest here is I’m homeless. I just
want a home. I am not an alcoholic or a drug
user, but I am homeless. I don’t want to be
homeless – it’s unhealthy.”

Ricky shifts gears to relay some of his personal
history. “I was born in New Westminster in 1964.
My family are landed immigrants. My dad came
here and fell in love with my mom and married
her…and I was born,” he says with a good grin.
“I’m a graduate of carpenter school. I fought
fires for seven years for the government. I have
industrial level 3 first aid, and was planning on
becoming a paramedic. I was going to go to
university, but fate had different plans for me.”

Reflecting on the way out of the homelessness crisis, Rick speaks with humility, but also
Ricky’s first night at the Village was Tuesday Feb with the calm confidence of experience:
15. After a good night’s sleep, with the sun on
“Most homeless people have had their dignity
his face and a fresh cup of coffee in hand, he
stolen from them in one way or another, either
contrasted the Tent Village to life on the street: through drugs or alcohol or lack of jobs. Some
“At the Tent Village,
see their famI have a good
ily fortunes
night sleep, it’s
At the Tent Village, I have a good night disappear.
safer here than on
Eventually, adthe street. On the sleep, it’s safer here than on the street. diction robs you
street, you get wo- On the street, you get woken up at 5 of everything,
ken up at 5 o’clock
your
o’clock in the morning, being kicked by especially
in the morning,
dignity. People
being kicked by
someone saying ‘get off my doorstep.’ become so
someone saying
desperate, they
‘get off my doorforget they’re on
step.’” Ricky argues
the street.”
that such abuse is
“Not all of us are
totally unnecessary: “I’m not harming anything.
against the Olympics.
I look at the
In fact, some business owners have paid me in
athletes, and they work hard to get there and
the past to guard the shops through the night.”
I respect that. The real problem is there’s not
Ricky emphasized that it’s important to speak
enough affordable housing for low-income
out about “the amount of abuse that homeless singles. So people have to rent small rooms
people get, drunks come out of the bars and
together, and a lot of things can go wrong
start kicking you and so on. I’m relatively OK,
in that situation. What people really need is
because I have a black belt in Tae Kwon Do,
affordable housing and some outreach. But
and a brown belt in Jiu-Jitsu, but it’s hard for
the government is stubborn. We’re invisible to
others.”
them, they want us to be silent. This place [the
Tent Village] is important. I need a community.
Despite the risk of abuse, Ricky prefers the
I’m tired of laying down, now I got up. Instead
streets to shelter. As he puts it, he’s a “nonof laying down, I’m standing. I’m tired of being
shelterite”: “The shelters, they try to do the
best they can, but so many people go through invisible.”
there, and hygiene is a real problem. You can’t
Ricky is very clear about what he wants his last
take a shower when you want. And you feel
words to be. “Please write this down,” he says. “I
like you’re being watched. I walk in there,
love my kids, and I miss them. Their names are
people are close to each other, people are yell- Savannah and Gahbriel, and I’ll see them soon,
ing at each other, there’s no privacy, it’s hard to as soon as I get a house, so they can come visit
sleep. So I’m a non-shelterite.”
me.”

“

The new Woodward’s development turned out terrible. They’ve got
that new shopping mall. When it opened, I went in there to look
around, and got roughed up by security. They told me to go, and if I
didn’t they would throw me out on my face.”
Ricky L., Olympic Tent Village resident
“I took a look at the website that advertises the Woodward’s amenities, and I can’t imagine anything that is more a slap in the face to
the community resistance that saved the building. It is absolutely
obscene.”
Laurel, DTES resident, Tent Village volunteer
“I just feel that it’s more classism, gentrification, that creep that is
driving us out of here. Where to?…God knows.”
Don, DTES resident
“It’s total crap. It’s condos for rich people in the Downtown Eastside,
and that’s stupid. And I hear it has separate entrances for poor people,
and that’s going back to Jim Crow and Apartheid.”
Mariana P., Tent Village volunteer
all photos by The Blackbird
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by Tristan Markle

Speech by Stella
August, Feb. 20
It’s so nice to see everyone out here. Greetings.
I speak up and I stand up for our rights here. Let me begin by saying
that the grassroots organized the red tents in the Downtown Eastside,
not the politicians. We are the grassroots and we’re the big supporters
of the homeless, and we need all the support we can get. I say shame
on the politicians who try to take the credit away from the grassroots.
We work hard to stand together, to organize, to help our people in
our country and our community.
We look at our people as human beings. We’re just as “human being”
as the rich people, but that they can’t see. They can’t see us – they’re
blinded by their wealth. That’s so sad.
Continued on next page....
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Speech by Stella August (CONTD.)
What are we going to benefit from the Olympics? We’re not
“benefiting” anything. Look at our missing women. Nothing
has happened and it’s the 19th Anniversary of the Missing
Women – nothing’s moved. There has been no justice, there
has been no closure. We here would like to see something
about justice. We want justice now. Now we want justice.

Speech by Wendy Timeline:
Pedersen, Feb. 20 First Weekend
Sat Feb 20 2010

Our young people that have broken the windows at
these big Olympic stores – they’re not bad, they’re not
bad. They’re angry because of the rich people bringing
the Olympics into our country when it wasn’t needed for
our people, when all the Olympics brought was big-time
poverty.

Bright and early: Dave D. gives a spot-on interview
about the Tent Village on Coop Radio’s Red Eye: http://
www.rabble.ca/podcasts/shows/redeye/2010/02/
olympic-tent-village
9am: Work-party to make signs for noon rally.
12noon: A Tent Village contingent marches from 58
West Hastings to the Vancouver Art Gallery to take part
in a rally for a national housing program. Tent Village
resident Stella August delivers stirring speech [see article
in this issue of Tent Village Voice].

I’m angry at these people who organize the Olympics to
come to our beautiful country, our stolen land. Did they
have to put the Olympics here, on our Native land? We’re
still fighting for our land, and we’re going to continue to
fight until we get some answers.
So remember, those kids that broke the windows that were
protesting, they’re not bad kids. They’re our people, they’re
our children. We are the mothers, we are the grandmothers,
we are the aunts, the sisters, we are the caregivers, and we
say that those kids were not bad when they broke that window. They were protesting because of what’s happening to
our country and our city. All my relations.

Our goal is to fight and push government to build more
social housing, give better incomes, and to stop the
gentrification of our neighborhood, the Downtown
Eastside. We have five points that explain why we need
a national housing program:
The first point is this: homelessness and poverty are not
caused by addiction and mental illness. They’re caused
by a poor housing supply and poor incomes.
Second point: The Olympics, according to a well-known
condo developer in our city, Bob Rennie, are a $6billion
marketing campaign for Vancouver. We do not agree
with making Vancouver into a rich resort city where the
poor are driven out.
Three: We need affordable housing, and the only way
we’re going to do it is to get big dollars from the federal
government. In our neighborhood, we need 6,000
units. We’re never going to get that 6,000 in the form of
crumbs from the developers.

all photos by The Blackbird

Tent Village is
an “Example oF
Freedom”:
Harsha Walia
Interview
For a political movement, a movement seeking
justice – which means fighting not merely for survival
but for people to flourish with dignity – we need to have
vision. We need to be clearer about ultimately where
justice comes from, and it doesn’t come from the State, it
doesn’t come from making demands of the State. If it were
otherwise, we’ll be demanding housing from the State for
eternity, because more and more people are becoming
poor. It’s not enough to ask the State for housing for poor
people if we’re not addressing why people are becoming
poor in the first place. People are becoming poor because
of capitalism and colonization, and it is the State that is
responsible for that, and the corporations.
This tent village is an example of an action that is
so inspiring. You can see for people who come here who
have all these stereotypes about people in the Downtown
Eastside being bums and lazy, this an example of people
who feel ownership for this space, and are reclaiming
the space, and setting their own boundaries, their own
direction, making food for each other, taking care of each
other, helping each other out, giving each other smokes,
building a garden, and people want to stay here because,
as many people have called it, it’s an example of freedom.
And I think the thing that’s amazing about this
space is that it brings together people who are from the
neighborhood and allies. And allies have a clear role
here - it’s to defend this space. But the space itself is run,
maintained and defined by people who live in this neighborhood. And to me that’s the opposite of what often
happens in the service sector, where people who should
be allies, who should be there in support of people, are the
ones dictating how people should live. This to me, at least
in spirit, is the opposite, we’re here to defend how people
want to live.
Excerpts from an interview by Harsha with the
Vancouver Media Coop. For full interview see: http://vancouver.mediacoop.ca/audio/2860

Number four: Charity is deceptive, it won’t help us. We
can’t rely on charity, which is like relying on food from
the food bank instead of having real food security with
good incomes.
Last point: How are we going to pay for all the housing
that we need? Well it’s certainly cheaper – and government studies have proven this – to build the housing
rather than to not have it. Stats Canada has some stats
about the net worth of Canadians. The net worth of
Canadian households is now $3trillion dollars. The
federal and provincial governments have their budgets
coming up and they’re going to tell us, “oh, you know,
we’re going to have to cut back on our services in order
to stay out of debt.” But that’s wrong. Instead, we need
to tax the rich the corporations. They can afford it. The
top twenty percentile went up 43% in the last five years
and the bottom twenty of the population went down
70% percent in the last five years.
We have facts and we have logic on our side. We also
have a lot of experience. We have real pain and real
insight into the horrors of where we’re at. We’re also
learning how to organize, and we’re inspiring each
other. Dave, Anita, Don, Ricky, from the Carnegie Action
Project; I’m also thinking about Stella, Bea, and all the
women of the Power of Women Group, the VANDU
(Vancouver Area Network of Drug Users) members that
are here, Streams of Justice, Vancouver Action who
have kicked butt through these Olympics, the Citywide
Housing Coalition, PIVOT, IOCC and many more. We’re
all doing things relentlessly, and also joyfully, to push
and to take up space.

Tent Village
Demands
T he T hree D emands of the A ction
1. E nd H omelessness
2. S top G entrification
3. S top the C riminalization of P overty

Afternoon: Publication of first issue of Tent Village Voice,
profiling Peter D. Special thanks to Jay Blackbird for the
photos.

Sun Feb 21 2010
7pm: Community Meeting is held, decision is made to
publically demand housing for homeless residents of
Tent Village as a condition for wrapping up the action.
To minimize the risk of downtown hooliganism by Olympic fans, the Vancouver police do not allow liquor to be
served in city after 7pm; one effect is to reduce amount
of harassment, heckling and brutality unleashed from
the people of the central business district on Downtown
Eastside residents.
9pm: 20 more tents arrive, and are given out in short
time.

Mon Feb 22 2010
1pm: One week anniversary of the Olympic Tent Village.
2pm: Press conference is held, calling for demands: build
social housing, end gentrification, stop criminalizing
Downtown Eastside residents. In particular, the Village
“calls on the municipal and provincial government as
well as BC Housing to immediately provide housing to
occupants of the Tent Village who are homeless, underhoused, and precariously housed.”
Evening: there are now more than 160 tents in the
Olympic Tent Village. Canada now has won 5 Winter
Olympic gold medals; with a 7 billion dollar Olympic
price tag, that’s more than one billion dollars per gold
medal.

Quote: Dave
Diewert
“The political aspect of the Tent Village, in a climate that
is very concerned about image and making things look
like everything is under control, is to have this eruption.
An eruption that crosses lines of legality and illegality of
who owns this space and who occupies this space, these
kind of eruptions of those structures become opportunities to say something strong. The point is for this action
to bring into light in a powerful way, or in as powerful as
we can together, the realities of homelessness, gentrification and criminalization of poverty.
It’s also an affirmation of a community. Not to sit around
and wait for the state, nor to give it opportunities to
act or set the framework within which ways action can
take place, but rather for the community to say “we can
do this” and to take the initiative. The development of a
community both of local residents and of allies, in a unified action where we can come together not just stand
for a two-hour rally, or something like that, but to sustain
it in way of living together, sharing a space together - I
think those kinds of things deepen the possibilities of
increased action… The question is where do we go from
there, how do we take this there, that’s another challenge.”

Get involved with the Olympic Tent Village:

To donate money, tents, sleeping bags, food, drop them off at the site.
To assist with food preparation, visit the food tent, or contact yifan.li.ne@
gmail.com | To help with the Tent Village Voice, contact crompton.n@gmail.
com | Photos by The Blackbird: www.flickr.com/photos/blackbird_hollow/

