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Village Profile:  PeTer Deranger
Each issue of the Tent Village Voice profiles a resi-
dent of the camp. Peter Deranger is a traditional 
Dene Elder who grew up in the 1940s within the 
land of Treaty 8, spanning Northern British Colum-
bia, Alberta and Saskatchewan. As a youth, Peter 
was displaced by the uranium mines used to supply 
the atomic bombs that would destroy Nagasaki in 
1945. Since then, he’s been displaced from his lands 
continually, once by the tar sands of Fort McMur-
ray, once by the wildlife extinction caused by the 
development of the W.A.C. Bennet hydroelectric 
dam in Northern British Columbia, and once again 
in the 1970s by the uranium industry of Northern 
Saskatchewan. 

Peter jokes that he should apply for Refugee 
Status. “What do you 
think?” he asks with a 
smirk, and a kindness 
that could distract you 
from his revolution-
ary politics. After first 
being displaced by the 
uranium industry of 
Northern Saskatchewan, 
Peter moved to Fort 
McMurray in late 1950s. 
At that time, the cor-
porations had “already 
started talking” about 
the oil known today as the tar sands. His father is 
from that area and Peter recalls walking through 
the rich foothills as a youth. “There used to be a lot 
of muskrat, beavers, moose, ducks, geese. Bound-
less fresh meat and food,” recalls Peter. “But it’s all 
gone.” 

Peter left Fort McMurray for a few years to the 
United States, getting involved in “the happen-
ings” of the 1960s, including the American Indian 
Movement (AIM). While the student revolutionar-
ies of Paris ’68 proclaimed Sous les pavés, la 
plage (“under the pavement stones, the beach”), 
corporations like Syncrude and Suncor were at 
work scraping the earth of Treaty 8 in search of 
a different kind of sand – tar sand. Even though 

Peter’s community had been prevented by law 
from cutting down trees to build log shelters, the 
oil corporations were given the right to clear-cut 
for tar sands extraction, “taking the entire forest 
down and then scraping out the soil that feeds the 
forest.”

In the mid 1970s, Peter moved back to North 
Saskatchewan, building a log cabin and living off 
the land with his family and relatives. Soon after 
re-settling, however, the Cliff Lake uranium mine 
opened 15 miles from the family’s cabin. Peter 
remembers his brothers going down to Cliff Lake 
with guns to scare off the miners. That winter, with 
supplies running low, Peter’s family was lured into 
a displacement scheme;   “tricked by Welfare” as 
Peter puts it. The family was offered benefits and 

food in nearby 
Uranium City. After 
a week in the City, 
Peter and his family 
wanted to return 
to their home but 
were blocked out. 
Their camp had 
been handed over 
to the uranium 
industry.

Today in Northern 
Saskatchewan, 
Alberta and British 

Columbia, it’s “full speed ahead” for the extraction 
industry. “It’s exploitation time for the next fifty 
years,” warns Peter, emphasizing what First Nations 
people refer to as the current ‘second wave’ of 
colonialism, the extraction wave. 

Rather than choose to take work from the oc-
cupier, Peter has chosen to live in the Downtown 
Eastside of Vancouver. “I can’t go back to the 
paradise of my traditional hunting ground. Well, 
I could go back, but I’ll be arrested – arrested for 
trespassing. If I want a decent house and a decent 
living, I have to be a corporate slave and work 
for the people who destroy my own land. So I’ve 
decided to become a refugee, to come to the 
Downtown Eastside, to live with my people.”

W h aT  D o e s 
T h e  T e n T 
V i l l a g e 
M e a n  T o 
yo u ?
For me a sense of community and reconnecting with culture. 
Standing in unity and solidarity. This is the Revolution towards 
housing for all and decriminalization of the poor.

-Ivoh, Cree, 17 years old

There are all sorts of people interacting with one another who 
wouldn't under normal circumstances.  It's quite experimental 
in terms of trying to create a living community. It's a strong 
statement against the gentrification we see all around us 
including the Woodward’s building..

-Harold, Downtown Eastside Resident and longtime 
activist

The spirit of the Downtown Eastside resides here.

- jodi 

I'm just impressed the way this whole Olympic Tent Village is.  
People get fabulous food. No one goes to bed hungry. No one 
tells them when to go to bed. There is no time limit for anyone. 
It's just  freedom for them. They'd rather be here than in a 
shelter.

-Stella August, longtime Resident of Downtown Eastside

This is the opening of hidden facts that people don't care to 
research. People get too caught up in the glamour of the rings. 
The Bling Bling of  the Rings.

-Girl23, Objiway Nation, Extreme Radicalist Warrior

TenT Village 
BackgrounDer
The Three DemanDs of The acTion

The 2010 Winter Olympics have exacerbated homelessness, 
gentrification, and the criminalization of poverty.

enD homelessness: Since the Olympic bid, home-
lessness has nearly tripled in the GVRD. The DTES itself now 
has more than 700 homeless residents. There are more 
than twice as many homeless folks than shelter beds.

sTop GenTrificaTion: Condominium develop-
ment in the Downtown Eastside is outpacing social 
housing by a rate of 3:1. Gentrification is not only kicking 
people onto the street, but is also displacing businesses, 
community organizations, and public spaces cherished 
by the existing community. The Woodward’s project is a 
particularly outrageous model, using a few middle-income 
units to ideologically subsidize large scale gentrification.

sTop The criminalizaTion of poverTy: 
Unjust laws have been passed by municipal and provincial 
governments to specifically target those living in extreme 
material poverty in the poorest postal code in Canada. A 
heightened police presence and discriminatory ticketing 
quotas have created a state of fear and criminalization in 
the DTES.

Continued on next page....
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“I can’t go back to the paradise of my tra-
ditional hunting ground...If I want a decent 
house and a decent living, I have to be a 
corporate slave and work for the people 
who destroy my own land. So I’ve decided 
to become a refugee, to come to the 
Downtown Eastside, to live with my 
people. ”

Continued on next page....
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PETER: Village Profile (CONTD.)

First Nations people are pushed out of rural 
communities but then are met again with 
displacement once in urban centers.  There are 
two forces of gentrification: 1. increased rents 
and 2. increased policing, which includes the 
police brutality Peter has suffered first-hand 
in the Downtown Eastside. These processes 
have been sped up drastically by the hosting 
of the 2010 Olympics. Peter says that it is the 
same network of companies responsible for 
both rural and urban displacement: “the major 
sponsors of the Olympics are now digging up 
the tar sands, destroying the aboriginal country 
up here in my country, just as here in Vancouver 
the Aboriginal Shelter [Aboriginal Front Door] is 
going to close down in March.” 

These difficulties only mean one thing for Peter: 
in the face of organized injustice, we must 
engage in thought and practice. “We have to 
work on our plan of action. ” When asked what 
tactics are necessary, Peter answers “education, 
civil disobedience, political campaigns – all of 
the above. ” Without despair, Peter finishes on a 
note of truth, the note of emancipation. “Let’s all 
break free, we gotta break free.” 

by Nathan Crompton and Tristan Markle

TiMeline: 
Week one
Day 1: MonDay Feb 15, 2010
12 noon: People congregate at Pigeon Park for a ‘Housing 
Rally,’ endorsed by approximately 100 organizations from 
throughout BC. A giant 30X60 foot banner is unfurled 
from the roof of Tellier Tower across from Pigeon Park. The 
banner reads: “HOMES NOW! Tent to End: Homelessness, 
Gentrification, and Criminalization of Poverty.”

1pm: After speeches from Downtown Eastside residents, 
the crowd of 300 marches South on Carrall Street, then 
West on Pender. Simultaneously, a set-up crew begins 
erecting the Olympic Tent Village on the abandoned lot 
at 58 West Hastings. The march curls back down Abbot 
towards 58 West Hastings, and floods onto the site to 
help set up.

1:30pm: stones are placed in a circle. This becomes the 
location of the Tent Village’s sacred fire.

Afternoon: Police enter buildings surrounding the site 
and begin videotaping the Tent Village. The Vancouver 
Mayor states that he will not use police violence to 
disperse the Olympic Tent Village.

6pm: A concert of music, spoken word and poetry is 
held, including a set by Vancouver’s Poet Laureate, Brad 
Cran.

7pm: Anti-war protesters hold a rally at the Art Gallery, 
then march to the Olympic Tent Village in solidarity. They 
are followed by dozens of police on bikes and horses.

Dinner: Food Not Bombs serves the first of many free 
dinners.

Night: The large number of participants and the great 
community spirit shown through the night are more 
than anyone expected. 30 people sleep over the first 
night. It rains all through the night.

Day 2: TuesDay Feb 16 2010
11am: A press conference highlights the powerful voices 
of DTES residents and homeless people who are currently 
residing at the Tent Village, videos available at: http://
olympictentvillage.wordpress.com/2010/02/17/media/

Afternoon: Ditches are dug to drain the site of water.  A 
16X24 foot wood shelter is built for a common space. The 
clouds clear, ushering in many days of sunshine.

6pm: The first Tent Village General Meeting is held. More 
than 50 people discuss community agreements, logistics, 
and plans for the future.

7pm: An evening of story telling begins, led by Elders 
around the sacred fire.

Overnight: the community presence grows, and more 
than 50 people tent out the second night.

Day 3: WeDnesDay Feb 17 2010
Morning: another beautiful day!

7pm: hundreds of people enjoy a musical cabaret that 
included musical acts by CHRIS-A-RIFFIC, SAJIA SULTANA, 
AUNT AND UNCLE, JAMES LAMB, BENCH/DAWN OPTI-
MIST, SEARCH PARTIES and more.

Overnight: this is the busiest and most festive night yet. 
The Village doubles in size to almost 100 tenters.

Day 4: ThursDay Feb 18 2010
6pm: At second general meeting, residents decide to 
keep the Tent Village going until at least the end of the 
Olympics. 

Day 5: FriDay Feb 19 2010
3-6pm: various committees meet to begin working on 
urban gardening, outreach, and the Tent Village Voice. 
The Village decides to endorse and participate in tomor-
row’s rally for a National Housing Program.

Day 6: saTurDay Feb 20 2010
Noon: A Tent Village contingent marches from Hastings 
St. to the Vancouver Art Gallery to take part in a rally for 
a National Housing program. Tent Village resident Stella 
August delivers stirring speech to a croud of hundreds.

Afternoon: First issue of the Tent Village Voice.
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PoeM By lauren gill
There's people dying on our streets and you call it an obstruction

Tearing down the buildings when what we need is reconstruction

To build a community you need a solid Foundation

We’re not standing here asking, its a father fucking dictation

You ignore all the problems and take off on Vacation

When people are forced to the street from 2010 gentrification

Community and support is lost to displacement

And were the only one’s without housing throughout all the G8 nations

And your solution to end it all is called Project Civil City

It’s not the people in the streets its only you it’s benefiting

I hear news from different sources about our inner-city

Streams of justice, homeless nation and the Anti Poverty Committee

Not to mention all the people that your project’s already hitting

And in preparation for what games a 2010 circus event

Filling our streets with racial profiling and unwanted law enforcement

MacDonald’s, Petro Canada and Coca cola endorsement

Find me one homeless person who you know will support it

We’re at the Tent Village shouting  “Homes for all”

You got blood on your hands its all through the "ledge" and city hall

Wish I could bring out the lies with just a spray of luminal

Will end this endless cycle once and for all

ANNOUNCEMENT

Self Defence Mixed Martial Arts for Indigenous 
Aboriginal Youth - Awaken the Warrior Within. 207 
West Hastings Unit 203 (the IMA Building)  | 5 - 6 P.M. 

Backgrounder (CONTD.)
Who orGanizeD The villaGe?
The Tent Village was endorsed  by Streams of Justice. The 
Housing Rally to support the Tent Village was organized 
by the Power of Women group of the Downtown Eastside 
Women’s Centre, and endorsed by approximately 100 orga-
nizations from across BC.

WhaT is The sTory of The empTy loT aT 58 
WesT hasTinGs?
The lot is owned by Concord Pacific, which owns many lots in 
the Downtown Eastside, and is one of the largest developers 
in Vancouver. Concord Pacific has plans to build 160 condo-
miniums on the site, but community pressure has stalled the 
development permit. Concord Pacific recently leased the lot 
to VANOC, which was using it as an Olympic parking lot until 
it was liberated as the Olympic Tent Village.

WhaT are The olympic broken promises?
In the fall of 2002, grassroots organizations pressured the 
government to hold a referendum on whether Vancouver 
should host the Olympics. The Olympic Partners committed 
to creating a “positive” Olympic legacy for the “inner city”. The 
“Inner City Inclusive Commitment Statement” was signed by 
the Partners and incorporated into the Bid Book. The Olym-
pic referendum passed narrowly, on account of the legacy 
commitments, in particular those relating to housing and 
homelessness.

The Inner City Inclusive Housing Table recommended 
construction of 800 new units of social housing per year. 
Few to none have been built or planned. 

The Housing Table also recommended that 200 units of 
SROs be upgraded per year. The Province purchased 14 of 
these buildings, kicked the residents onto the street with 
nowhere to go, have only begun upgrading 6 of these 
sites, and there is talk that the remaining buildings and 
empty lots will be turned into condos after the Olympics 
– leaving a net loss of affordable units.

The Olympic Partners insisted for years that a substan-
tial portion of the False Creek Olympic Village would be 
turned into social housing, but in the past year have been 
preparing to break that promise, too.

WhaT is The relaTionship beTWeen The 
TenT villaGe anD pivoT’s “reD TenT” 
campaiGn?
The Olympic Tent Village was conceived and organized be-
fore PIVOT Legal Society’s “Red Tent” campaign was made 
public to the community. While the PIVOT campaign calls 
for a national housing strategy, the Olympic Tent Village 
is an act of Olympic civil disobedience led by Downtown 
Eastside residents to demand an end to homelessness, 
gentrification, and criminalization of poverty. Although, 
the Tent Village and the Red Tent campaign are organiza-
tionally and strategically distinct, there are areas of overlap 
where we can support each others’ goals.

Get involved with the Olympic Tent Village:
To donate money, tents, sleeping bags, food, drop them off at the Tent 
Village. To assist with food preparation, visit the food tent, or contact 
yifan.li.ne@gmail.com | To help with the Tent Village Voice, contact 
crompton.n@gmail.com


